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SUBJECT: HUGHSON 2005 GENERAL PLAN DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT (DEIR) SCH#2005022146

The Department of Conservation’s Division of Land Resource Protection (Division)
commented on the Notice of Preparation for this project in March 2005. The Division has
reviewed the above referenced DEIR which provides an excellent discussion on
agricultural resources and project impacts. We, however, recommend that the following
points be clarified or expanded in the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR).

Farmiand of Local Importance Definition

The DEIR provides a generic definition for this map category. The FEIR should also
provide the county-specific definition approved by the Board of Supervisors for the
Stanislaus County Important Farmland Map: ‘

Farmlands growing dryland pasture, drylahd small grains, and irrigated
pasture, |

Sphere of Influence Boundary Changes and Annexations
The DEIR notes that the 2005 General Plan also considers an expanded Sphere of
Influence. The FEIR should provide a discussion of or reference to the necessary
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